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School Newsletter


Autumn term 2



7th December 2007
Dickensian Evening at Ss Peter & Paul Church and Vale & Downland Museum
The choir will be singing a range of Christmas carols starting at 5.45pm. this Friday night and the Friends will be supporting with running a cake stall. Please bring any cakes along if you would like to add to those on sale. Also drop into the Vale and Downland Museum from 5.30pm. onwards and enjoy making a Victorian style Christmas card as part of a Friendly Family art activity. There will be lots of attractions during the evening: including the Country Market, St. John Vianney Choir and Pandemonium playing folk music. The museum café will be serving seasonal snacks and mulled wine. Also a book and gift shop will be open with lots of reasonably priced gifts and there will be free entry to the galleries.
Key Stage 2 Christingle service
Please note the Christingle Service will now take place at 9am. on Thursday 20 December at Ss Peter & Paul Church. We apologise for any inconvenience arising from this change of date.  Parents and families are welcome to attend and offers of help to escort the children back to school after the service would be appreciated. The children will be making Christingle oranges and collecting money for a chosen charity in anticipation of the service. 
Before-school Judo Club and other after-school staff led clubs
There is no more judo club for the remainder of the term. The club starts up again in the second week of the new school term after Christmas. Clubs run voluntarily by staff usually finish in the penultimate week of term and do not usually start until the second week of a new term. Unless you hear otherwise from relevant staff please presume that this is the case.

Staff retirement

Jane Williams will be retiring at the end of this term. Jane is a teaching assistant in year 3 and has been a member of staff for many years. I would like to pass on the thanks of all of those associated with the school for the hard work and commitment she has shown during her time with us and wish her our very best for the future.

Parking on school premises.

We have noted that a number of parents/carers are pulling into the staff car park to drop off and pick up their children before, during and after the school day. The on-site parking area is restricted to staff, guests, disabled drivers and those in receipt of school parking permits. If you belong to the latter two groups please ensure your relevant badges are clearly displayed.  Non-permitted use of the school car park limits access for legitimate users; restricting access for deliveries and creates a health and safety problem of access by emergency services. We are grateful for the compliance of the vast majority of parents/carers.

Year 6 – Weymouth Trip
May we remind any parents who have not paid the deposit for this trip to send it into school next week. 
Gymnastic club opportunity
Information will be passed onto children shortly who were part of Mrs Clements original club and other talented and agile gymnasts between year 1 & 6 interested in the an opportunity to participate in a  community club based at King Alfred’s School. 
New School Website
The new website will be going live on 8 January.  Details of the new address will be sent home in due course.

Lovely letter from a member of the community
Last week my husband and I were in Madison’s Tea Rooms enjoying light refreshment when your children came in. What a pleasure it was for us to see them enjoying their soft drinks and cakes. My husband and I were very impressed with their good behaviour and general presentation. It was a privilege and pleasure to see them enjoying themselves. Congratulations must go to your staff for the big part they play in their development.

Design a Christmas card competition
The Local Authority IT team winners for this county wide Foundation Stage competition can be found by following the website link below:
http://www.ict.oxon-lea.gov.uk/christmascard/christmascard_main.html
Well done to Clara Dunford who came second and Scarlet Dowling who was highly commended.

Events and other activities
· Wantage Partnership swimming gala @ Wantage Leisure Centre – afternoon 10 December

· Years 2&3 Nativity performances to parents and family – 2pm. 12 December & 6pm. 13 December

· F1 & year 1 Nativity performances to parents and family – 2pm. 17 December & 10.30am. 18 December

· Choir to local elderly homes @ 10am. on 19 & 20 December

· Christmas lunch & afternoon parties – years 1 to 3 on 19 December & years 4 to 6 on 20 December

· School closes at 12.15pm on Fri. 21 Dec. and reopens for the children on Tues.8 January



















