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Welcome back

Hello again everyone. Having talked with many parents and children since the beginning of term it seems that lots of you have had an interesting and enjoyable break. There is a noticeably happy and calm atmosphere around the school with everyone settling down and getting on in their new classes and learning new routines. We are trying out a number of new ideas this term including having parent introduction meetings with teaching teams to help you understand what goes on in your child’s new class and how you might help. Thank you for your interest and attendance at these meetings. More information on forthcoming events can be found overleaf. 
New school year reminders

These reminders are based on reasonable health & safety and organisational requirements for a large and busy site such as ours.

· Note the many signs around school e.g. uses of adventure play equipment (these areas are out of bounds outside normal school hours) and direction signs for entry and exit around the site.
· Ensure all school uniform and other personal items have your child’s name clearly display – we collect and eventually have to dispose of a great many items through the course of the school year.

· Ensure your child has the appropriate clothing and resources for various lessons through the week e.g. PE & swimming kits, pencil cases etc. – the school office is a very busy environment and will not be telephoning home if items have been forgotten by children.

· The use of on-site staff car parking by parents during school run times is strictly prohibited unless special dispensation has been given.

· Dinner money is paid in advance via your child’s class teacher – money should be placed in a sealed envelope with your child’s name on it and the days dinners are requested for. School meals now cost £1.90.
· We encourage a healthy packed lunch and the regular intake of water throughout the day – make sure water bottles are plastic and lunches are balanced and not excessive in quantity.

Updating administrative details
The office will be sending home pupil data sheets for you to check. Please look through these to ensure that medical and contact details and other information are accurate and up to date. Having current information ensures that we are able properly provide for the health, safety and security of your children.
Extra-curricular clubs

A separate letter will be sent home outlining this year’s provision for clubs. These run at lunchtimes and before or after the school day. Many clubs are free and are run voluntarily by staff and/or parents. We act as a venue for other clubs where private tutors provide paid sessions exclusively for our children. Specific information relating to those clubs will be available directly from the tutors or passed on via the school office. We are currently investigating new arrangements for French clubs and opportunities for gymnastics.
Wantage Choral Society

The society meets in our school hall on Tuesdays in term time at 7.30pm (starting 11th September). New members are always welcome with several parents already belong to the society. No audition is required. The programme, in this their anniversary year, is going to be an exciting one. Come along and sing or join in the Training Choir and try out your voice. For further details contact Chris on 01235 763075 or visit their website on www.wantagechoralsociety.co.uk
Diary dates 
(Whilst this list is not complete it highlights events know to date)
17th September
Swimming starts  - years 3&5



Foundation Stage coffee morning 11.00am

19th September
Y3&4 parent introductory meeting – evening

21st September
Hopefully contractors will be fitting posts for KS1 play sails over the weekend

26th September
Friends’ AGM - evening

27th September
KS2 Mass at school (St. Michael)




WASPs rounders competition 3.45-5.45pm

4th October

FS & KS1 Harvest festival at school 9.15am



Photographer in for individual portraits – morning onwards
8th October

WASPs cross-country event 4pm

11th October 
Parent-teacher consultations – after school

17th October

Term 1 finishes for children 3pm
18th October

Parent-teacher consultations all morning




School Open Day – afternoon and early evening

19th October

Staff training day

22nd October
Theatre trip in the evening – Private Peaceful

29th October
Term 2 starts
15th November
Friends’ Quiz Night 

19th&20th November
Y4 visits to Botanic gardens

28th November
WASPs swimming gala 1pm

5th December
Governors’ meeting 7.30pm
7th December
Wantage Dickensian Evening
12th December 
Y2&3 Nativity performance for parents 2pm

13th December
Y2&3 Nativity performance for parents 6pm

17th December 
F1/Y1 Nativity performance for parents 2pm

18th December
F1/Y1 Nativity performance for parents 10am

19th December
KS2 Christingle Mass at church 9am




Y1-3 Christmas dinner & party – noon and afternoon

20th December
Y4-6 Christmas dinner & party – noon and afternoon

21st December 
Term 2 finishes – school closes at 12.15pm
7th January

Term 3 starts

6th February

Governors’ meeting 7.30pm

15th February
Term 3 finishes at 3pm
25th February
Term 4 starts

3rd March

Y5&6 boys dance workshop

11th&13th March
Parent-teacher consultations – evening

19th March

The Puppet Man (Early Years)




Vale Key Steps gymnastics competition – afternoon

21st&24th March
Easter bank holiday

25th March

WASPs gymnastic workshop & display – afternoon

26th March

Governors’ meeting 7.30pm

29th March

WASPs Y5&6 netball tournament

4th April

Term 4 finishes – school closes at 12.15pm
21st April 

Staff training day

22nd April

Term 5 start for the children

1st May

WASPs dance display 3.30pm

5th May

Bank holiday

12th May & week
Y6 SATs and tests for other year groups

19th May & week
Y6 residential visit to Weymouth



National Walk to School week
21st May

Governors’ meeting 7.30pm
23rd May

Term 5 finishes at 3pm

2nd June

Term 6 starts




Y6 residential visit to Weymouth

6th June

WASPs Y5&6 cricket tournament – afternoon

18th June

WASPs large school athletics event – after school

10th July

Governors’ meeting 7.30pm

14th July

WASPs swimming gala (more able) – morning

23rd July

Term 6 finishes – school closes at 12.15pm



















