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28th September 2007
Updating administrative details
The office has sent home pupil data sheets for you to check. Please look through these to ensure that medical and contact details and other information are accurate and up to date. Having current information ensures that we are able properly provide for the health, safety and security of your children.
Parent Consultation morning and Open Afternoon

You will have hopefully received a letter last week providing information about this proposed event. We have set aside one school closure/non-teaching day so that some parent can take advantage of quality consultation time with their child/ren’s teacher during the morning. Information on this and the other normally run evening parent consultation session on the 11th October will be sent home in due course. During the afternoon there may be opportunities for existing and prospective parents to:

· Tour the school with your children, visit their classrooms and share the work that they are doing.

· Meet governors and Friends PTA representatives and find out about the work they do.

· Get to know the staff, class routines and teaching techniques a little more through informal conversations.

· Observe staged lessons with volunteer children in areas of the curriculum that may be of interest to parents, e.g. use of interactive whiteboards, PE and maths lessons.

Please respond to the tear of slip at the bottom of the letter sent home last week and return it to the school office so that we are able to gauge numbers and make the appropriate arrangements.
What would you like us to provide?

An idea from discussions with Governors has been to find a way in which parents are able to feedback their ideas about what they would find useful in supporting their children and in understanding more about the way the school works. Parents are able to comment on the return slip attached to the open afternoon letter mentioned above. Many parents have also provided constructive verbal feedback after the introductory team meetings with last week. It was suggested that parents can also provide suggestions through discussions with Friends’ class representatives.
Reminders
· Kings Alfred’s School Centre Site has asked us to remind parents and children that riding bikes through their site is not permitted. It is fine to walk through as a shortcut but please do not ride. 

· Dogs are not permitted on the school site and we would also ask parents to be responsible in clearing up after their dogs should they foul the pavement and area outside the school entrance.

Ground’s tidying letter from the Governors

At the end of last week a letter was sent home asking parents if they might give some time over one of the forthcoming weekends to help tidy the borders at the front of the school. If you are interested please return the attached slip, contact the school office or see Simone Hunter. 
Oxfordshire Childcare and Extended Services provision
A double sided photocopy on your rights and other relevant information can be found on the leaflet rack next to the disabled toilet in the office administrative area.
School Council 

In our first meeting this year class representatives were told about the job of the School Council acting as a voice for the pupils. A good representative needs to be:

· Be a good listener and talker

· Be able to tell their class about what happens in meetings

· Be prepared to give theirs and others’ suggestions

It was mentioned that the views of pupils was extremely important in helping the adults that support them to understand how to make improvements to their learning. With this in mind teachers would be asked to spend time with their classes before the next meeting in collating answers to several important questions.

Didcot Girls’ School open evening
Details will appear in the local press. The open evening is on Wednesday 3rd. October 4.00-7.30pm. Presentations to parents are at 5.30 and 6.30pm. Parents are advised to come on foot but parking is available through the Manor Crescent or Oxford Crescent entrances. Contact 01235 812092 or www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk  for more information.

‘La Jolie Ronde’ French Club
We now are able to pass on information about arrangements for this club. Parents may have already received some of this information separately. Classes start 18th October for a period of 10 weeks during term time. Cheques for the amount of £39.50, made payable to Nicole Rawlings, should be returned ASAP (please write your child’s name and the school on the reverse). Groups are as follows:


Y1&2 – Tuesday 12.30-1.00pm. (Nathan Blackburn, Matthew West, Jane St. George, Matthew Miles, 
Millie Tomlin, Holly Barrett, Eliya Dhesi, Connor Baird, Henry McClintock, Ben Walden)


Y2,3&4 – Thursday 12.30-1.00pm. (Iona Mitchell, Freya Mansell, Clare St. George, Lucy Walker, Joe 
Lilley, Jasmine Dhesi)


Y5&6 – Wednesday 3.15-3.45pm. (Matilda Brodie, Sam Mitchell, Jordan Smith, Zack Smith, Adam 
Lilley, Kaycem Bodman, Joe Barber)

F1 children interested in French will receive information once they are in full-time attendance at school. 
Wantage Museum

There will be an exciting paper workshop at the museum on 29th September between 10.30am.-12.30pm. The fee is £2 with free entry for accompanying adults. Contact the Museum Reception or phone 01235 760176 for details on tickets (maximum number of places limited to 25).

Diary dates and events
Thursday 4th October – Photographer on school (portraits)
Thursday 4th October – F1/KS1 Harvest Assembly at 9.15am.

Monday 8th October – WASPs Cross Country event after school 

Thursday 11th October – Parent/Teacher consultation evening

Friday 12th October – Friends’ Family Disco after school




















